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techniques. Through its many innovations in 
pharmaceuticals from penicillin to AIDS drugs, 
biotechnology has paved the way for finding 
cures to many of the world’s devastating dis-
eases. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend and thank the bio-
technology community for its many contribu-
tions to our nation and the world. 

f 
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Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
Mr. William Rechlin upon his retirement from 
his position of City Manager of Berkley, Michi-
gan. 

Mr. Rechlin has been a public servant in 
Michigan for the past four decades. Beginning 
as a police officer in Dearborn in 1958, he 
then served as lieutenant, sergeant and police 
chief of Westland. 

Mr. Rechlin came to Berkley after his 
Westland service, and assumed the position of 
Director of Public Safety. After ten years, he 
was named City Manager, a position he held 
for four and one-half years. William is highly 
respected throughout law enforcement and by 
his peers as a City Manager. 

Throughout his career, Bill has been an ef-
fective worker, diligent, caring, and a man ‘‘in 
charge.’’ Mayor John Mark Mooney said, 
‘‘Rechlin has filled the job so thoroughly the 
last four years, it will be difficult to choose a 
replacement.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I have enjoyed my many op-
portunities to work with Bill Rechlin, a truly fine 
gentleman and a consummate professional. I 
ask my colleagues to join me in wishing Wil-
liam Rechlin a happy and healthy retirement. 
He will be missed. 
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Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce legislation to fully fund the Individ-
uals with Disabilities Education Act, or IDEA. 

Improving special education is on the minds 
of millions of Americans. Our Governors, 
school boards, education professionals, and 
families of children with disabilities identify full 
funding for special education as their number- 
one priority. 

The nearly six-and-a-half million students 
with disabilities have a right to a free and ap-
propriate public education. They deserve to 
participate in the American dream. 

Today this Congress has an opportunity to 
help these students fulfill that dream. I am 
pleased to introduce the ‘‘Keeping Our Prom-
ise to Special Education Act of 2001’’ to pro-
vide for mandatory increases in special edu-
cation funding each of the next ten years. My 
effort sets the course to achieve full funding 
for Part B of IDEA by fiscal year 2011. 

The enactment of this bill will give relief to 
school districts, resources to teachers, hope to 
parents, and opportunities to children with dis-
abilities. It will free up State and local funds to 
be spent on such things as better pay for 
teachers, more professional development, 
richer and more diverse curricula, smaller 
class sizes, making needed renovations to 
buildings, and addressing other needs of indi-
vidual schools. To me, fully funding IDEA will 
provide the ultimate in local educational flexi-
bility. 

I am proud to say that the Keeping Our 
Promise to Special Education Act has re-
ceived the support of the National Education 
Association, the Connecticut Association of 
Public School Superintendents and the Con-
necticut Association of Boards of Education, 
Incorporated. 

Mr. Speaker, twenty-six years ago, Con-
gress made a commitment to fully fund the 
Federal Government’s share of special edu-
cation costs. If in this era of economic pros-
perity and unprecedented budgetary surpluses 
we cannot meet this commitment, when will 
we keep this pledge? 

School districts in the Second District of 
Connecticut and other congressional districts 
are demanding financial relief. Children’s 
needs must be met. Parents expect account-
ability. There is no better way to touch a 
school, help a child, or support a family than 
to commit more spending for special edu-
cation. 

It is time to fulfill our promise. I urge my col-
leagues to cosponsor the Keeping Our Prom-
ise to Special Education Act. 
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Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, the people in the Republic of China 
on Taiwan will be celebrating President Chen 
Shui-bian’s first anniversary in office on May 
20, 2001. 

President Chen Shui-bian won his presi-
dential election last year and in the last 12 
months, he has shown the world his steady 
leadership at home and abroad. He has con-
tinued the social and economic programs of 
his predecessor and convinced the world of 
his intention to seek better relations with the 
Chinese mainland and maintain good relations 
with allies and friends abroad. He has done an 
excellent job for the people of Taiwan. 

Taiwan has become one of our nation’s 
largest trading partners and continues to grow 
in that capacity to the benefit of both the peo-
ple of the United States of America and Tai-
wan. Trade between the United States and 
Taiwan totaled $64.9 billion in 2000, up 19.4 
percent from 1999. Last year, Taiwan’s im-
ports from the United States grew by 27.4 per-
cent to $24.2 billion. It is hard to believe that 
just fifty years ago, the per capita GNP in Tai-
wan was $150. Today, Taiwan is the world’s 
17th largest economy and Taiwan’s vigorous 

trade with foreign countries has given the peo-
ple of Taiwan a much higher standard of liv-
ing. The great strides Taiwan has made eco-
nomically are an admirable tribute to Tai-
wanese people and their democratic leaders. I 
particularly thank President Chen Shui-bian in 
continuing to lead Taiwan in that tradition. 

On his first anniversary in office, I wish 
President Chen Shui-bian every success in 
leading his country and his people to ever 
greater economic heights at home and inter-
national recognition abroad. Also, I am de-
lighted to see that as he travels to Central 
America this month, he will be making a tran-
sit stop in New York City. I welcome President 
Chen to the United States and wish him the 
best in leading Taiwan in continued prosperity. 
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor James Large Jr., who has served as 
Acting President of the Wildlife Conservation 
Society and distinguished himself as a vir-
tuous leader in business and philanthropy and, 
most importantly, as a citizen dedicated to 
conserving the natural heritage of his local as 
well as global communities. 

For more than a year, and, for what was of-
fered as a temporary and part-time assign-
ment, James Large has devoted 12-hour work 
days, restless nights, early mornings along 
with the whole of his intellect, heart and spirit 
to leading the Wildlife Conservation Society 
into the 21st century, Under his stewardship, 
the Wildlife Conservation Society’s celebrated 
wildlife parks inspired more than 4.5 million 
visitors to care about wildlife and wild lands 
and to participate in their conservation, man-
aged field projects in living landscapes around 
the world, and developed award-winning envi-
ronmental education programs for schools 
across the United States and abroad. 

Jim’s role as Acting President will soon be 
coming to an end. I congratulate him on a job 
well done, and wish him and his wife, Carol, 
well on the journey that lies ahead. He will no 
doubt continue to serve his community with 
diligence, honesty and devotion and remain 
steadfast to his commitment to conserve the 
beauty, bounty, and wonder of nature. 
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RAILROAD HEROES 

HON. MICHAEL G. OXLEY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2001 

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my 
constituents in the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict, I want to honor the heroes who stopped 
the runaway train in northwestern Ohio on 
Tuesday. 

The entire nation saw the courage of Jon 
Hosfeld, Jess Knowlton, and Terry Forson as 
they slowed and then stopped a 47-car train 
whose cargo included a dangerous chemical. 
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